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LVHN boosts medical school program with 

acquisition of Northampton County anatomical 

research and education facility 
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Dr. Robert Barraco gives a tour of Lehigh Valley 

Health Network's newly acquired Venel Institute on 

Wednesday, Jan. 4, 2023, in Hanover Township, 

Northampton County. The institute provides a place for 

anatomical research and education and features a lab, 

auditorium, equipment room, small operating room and 

a small cafe for breaks and meals. (Amy Shortell / The 

Morning Call) 

 

Lehigh Valley Health Network has a new designated spot for physicians, nurses, 
trainees and students to practice or see real procedures performed on cadavers. 

The network has acquired the Venel Institute Medical Education and Research Center, 
an anatomical research and education facility in Hanover Township. 

Named after 18th-century Swiss physician Jean-André Venel, the facility at 261 
Brodhead Road has operated for 13 years. It contains simulated operating rooms, a 
3,000-square-foot surgical operating wet lab, an auditorium, locker rooms, a café and 
a conference room, according to the institute’s website. 

The LVHN acquisition will not result in any immediate changes to the institute’s staff 
of one full-time employee and seven per-diem employees who work when they are 
needed, officials said. 

https://www.mcall.com/leif-greiss-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.venelinstitute.com/facility/index.html


An LVHN spokesperson said the network would not be able to release details about the 
cost of the acquisition or how long it took to complete. 

The acquisition is part of LVHN’s push to expand its educational options and offerings, 
and the Venel Institute will be part of LVHN and University of South Florida Morsani 
College of Medicine’s medical school program, according to a news release from the 
network. 

LVHN also plans for the Venel institute to complement its Center for Healthcare 
Education, which is slated to open in Upper Saucon Township in February, with the 
two serving as a regional and national health care education hub and training facility 
for LVHN’s various institutes, according to the news release. 

The facility is equipped to handle single- or multi-day educational sessions. The lab 
and operating room space have room for multiple people to practice simulated 
surgeries or other procedures on cadavers, and there is an onsite stock of surgical 
equipment. For seminars or presentations, the auditorium can seat up to 60 people. 

“This will really allow us to tailor the educational content and method to a group and 
its needs, whoever that group may be,” said Dr. Robert Barraco, LVHN’s chief 
academic officer. 

The Venel Institute acquisition also allows LVHN to expand cadaver dissection labs for 
high schools in the region, something it has done at Venel before, along with other 
learning opportunities for young people. 

Cynthia Cappel, LVHN’s vice president of education, said with baby boomers retiring 
and other factors, the nursing field is in need of replenishment. Interesting young 
people in the medical field early is essential for these efforts. 

“I think that will encourage all kinds of professions in health care, whether that be 
nursing or future physicians or physical therapists and respiratory therapists, really 
exposing our youth to some of the health professionals is going to be key,” Cappel said. 

Morning Call reporter Leif Greiss can be reached at 610-679-4028 
or lgreiss@mcall.com. 
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