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Since LVIP's inception over 63 years ago, we've developed 
seven industrial parks that have attracted over 500 
companies, created more than 24,000 jobs, with total 
private investments into plant, property, and equipment in 
excess of $1.5 billion. 

We're particularly proud of the fact that our contributions 
over the past six decades have helped the Lehigh Valley be 

recognized recently as one of the top 50 markets for manufacturing companies in the nation. 

In particular, our efforts over the past 21 years at LVIP VII have attracted 33 businesses and created 4,300 jobs.  
Private investment in LVIP VII exceeds $650 million and has resulted in nearly 6.5 million square feet of new 
construction.  We are quite proud of the fact that we have played a meaningful role in the redevelopment of one 
of the largest brownfield sites in the nation and one that represents 20% of the city of Bethlehem’s tax base. 

This past year was another great year, as LVIP continued to pursue its mission to create new jobs, expand 
the regional tax, and diversify the local economy.  We have a robust pipeline of diverse projects that include 
manufacturing, retail, office, and hospitality.  We also own a strong balance sheet to tackle difficult projects like 
LVIP VII’s brownfield site for decades to come.

In the balance of this annual report, we’ll highlight a number of other exciting projects that are under development 
in our parks.  

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Cigars International is constructing a 45,000 SF Class A office building at the gateway to LVIP VII directly across 
from the LVIP office building.  Cigars International will relocate their corporate offices and call center to this state-
of-the-art facility and add a retail and restaurant component for cigar enthusiasts both locally and traveling to the 
Lehigh Valley.  The new building is scheduled to support 250 employees.

The J.G. Petrucci Company will construct a 53,000 SF flex industrial building on Lot 90, LVIP VII.  JGPCO 
continues to focus on a high-demand market segment in the Lehigh Valley, speculative flex space targeting small 
manufacturing, technology, and industrial users.  One hundred employees are projected for this latest JGPCO 
project in LVIP VII.

Axium Packaging will construct a 136,000 SF rail-served manufacturing facility on Lot 63, LVIP VII.  Axium is one 
of the leading producers of high quality plastic packaging for the personal care, food, home, and hygiene markets.  
Seventy-five employees are projected for this new manufacturing facility.

TEAM EFFORT – THANK YOU
LVIP manages our operation with three full-time employees and a dedicated Board of Directors, who volunteer 
their time and talents to provide guidance in achieving our mission.  We would like to thank our dedicated staff, 
subcontractors, and all of our Board members for their steadfast dedication to our mission.

A special note of gratitude is extended to Bob Donchez, former Mayor of the City of Bethlehem, for his service 
to LVIP over his two terms spanning eight years.  This year we also welcomed Salvatore Verrastro of Spillman 
Farmer Architects and Mayor J. William Reynolds of the City of Bethlehem to the Board of Directors.  

IN CLOSING
We close by thanking the Lehigh Valley community for partnering with LVIP over these past 63 years to achieve 
our mission of creating jobs, expanding the regional tax base, and diversifying the local economy.

We look forward to continuing to deliver world-class results for decades to come.

Sincerely,

Sincerely, 
 

Mike Gausling, Chair and Kerry Wrobel, President & CEO

OUR MISSION:
• Create jobs
• Expand the regional tax base
• Diversify the local economy

OUR PURPOSE:
Promote and foster the economic 
vitality and quality of life in the 
Lehigh Valley and surrounding 
communities through (i) the 
acquisition, improvement and 
operation of business and 
industrial parks, (ii) construction 
and operation of buildings for 
sale or lease to business, (iii) 
assistance with regulatory 
compliance and governmental 
relations, (iv) advice and direction 
concerning finance options, 
(v) business education and 
nurturing, and (vi) in general, 
to do all such things as may be 
necessary to create jobs, expand 
the regional tax base, diversify 
the local economy, and aid in 
business development. 

OUR SUCCESSES:
• Total acres in LVIP park 

system – 2,500
• Land and development costs – 

$108,487,057
• Federal, state and local loans 

and grants - $44,288,206
• Employers – 500
• Employees – 24,000
• Annual payroll and property 

taxes – $50,000,000
• Private investment – 

$1,536,577,192

2021–2022 YEAR 
CHAIR & PRESIDENT’S LETTER
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INVESTING IN THE LOCAL ECONOMY 
 MANUFACTURING PROGRESS – LVIP VII

2021–2022 YEAR 
CHAIR & PRESIDENT’S LETTER

This year a long-time resident of LVIP VII accelerated their growth through an 
expansion of their existing facility and will bring even more commitment to the park 
with a new state-of-the-art office project.  

CIGARS INTERNATIONAL

In 2010, Cigars International, an industry leader in online and catalog-based retail 
of premium hand-made cigars and accessories, relocated their original facility from 
Bath, Pennsylvania to a $10 million facility in LVIP VII for what would be phase one 
of development.  Recently, phase two was completed in 2021, which expanded their 
existing facility at 1911 Spillman Drive with an additional 100,000 SF of warehouse 

and humidor space for a total of 213,500 SF.  The 13.22 acre site is located within the City of Bethlehem’s LERTA district.

The $20 million modernization project includes new robotic AutoStore technology to increase efficiency of the company’s picking 
and packing operations by utilizing advanced material handling equipment and cutting-edge smart warehousing elements that 
save time, space, and energy and maximize human efficiency.  The expansion will add an additional 50 employees to their existing 
base of 450 jobs in Bethlehem.  J.G. Petrucci Co., Inc. was the developer and builder of the original facility and remains owner 
of the building.  Petrucci’s in-house construction group, Iron Hill Construction Management, was the contractor for the expansion 
project.

As if one major expansion were not enough growth and excitement for one year, Cigars International, in partnership with its parent 
company, Scandinavian Tobacco Group, recently announced their initiative to create a new U.S. headquarters by purchasing more 
land in LVIP VII at 1810 Spillman Drive, immediately across the street from the company’s newly completed high-tech warehouse.  

The proposed three-story building will include nearly 40,000 SF of office space for approximately 250 administrative and call-
center employees, which will support future growth and potential acquisitions.  An additional 6,000 SF of space is targeted for 
a retail and tavern space, eventually turning into a Cigars International Super Store complete with a walk-in humidor, lounge, 
covered patio, and cigar bar - an experience the company offers its customers in several other of its locations.  Completion of the 
new building, designed by MKSD Architects, is proposed for the end of 2023.

www.cigarsinternational.com    www.autostoresystem.com     www.jgpetrucci.com    www.mksdarchitects.com
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Manufacturing is at the core of LVIP VII.  LVIP continues the redevelopment of 1,000 acres of the 
former Bethlehem Steel site, where steel manufacturing holds a place in industrial history.  Many 
LVIP VII companies have expanded their manufacturing strength this year in the park – a true 
testament to the prosperity of these lands.

INVESTING IN THE LOCAL ECONOMY 
MANUFACTURING PROGRESS – LVIP VII

ECOPAX – In 2017, Ecopax completed phase one of a new 150,000 SF manufacturing and distribution center 
on Lot 53 in LVIP VII at 1355 Easton Road.  The $20 million LVIP VII facility employed 45 to start.  With the 
facility’s success, Ecopax purchased the adjoining Lot 54 in 2019 in preparation for an expansion to its original 

building.  While navigating the pandemic, Ecopax recently completed the 179,000 SF expansion bringing total square footage to 329,000 SF.  
The $19 million expansion project includes a significant private investment by the company and brings an additional 40-60 employees.  JVI, 
LLC, the company’s project management firm for its phase one construction, assisted Ecopax once again with the expansion.  The rail-served 
facility produces eco-friendly, to-go containers made of paper and polymer named the Pebble Box.  The boxes are a diversification of the 
company’s original packaging products manufactured at its headquarters in Easton, Pennsylvania.  

Founded in 2006, Ecopax minimizes the impact of production processes by staying on top of current 
research and employing innovations in efficient, eco-conscious, green manufacturing, such as the use of 
earth minerals to reduce the amount of plastic materials needed.  Both of the company’s Lehigh Valley 
manufacturing plants were constructed close to major interstate roadways to deliver high-quality, takeout 
packaging to foodservice supply distributors and brokers throughout the Northeast, Mid-Atlantic and 
Southeast regions.  www.ecopaxinc.com  |  https://www.jvi-llc.com

REEB MILLWORK CORPORATION – REEB, headquartered in LVIP VII since 2014 at 1000 Maloney 
Circle, is the largest door fabricator in the Eastern United States, offering a comprehensive portfolio of premium door 
and general millwork products.  In September, 2021, it was announced the company would 

be acquired by Specialty Building Products, LLC (SBP) of Georgia who is a leading distributor of specialty building 
products in North America.  REEB provides SBP with an entry into the growing Door Category market, and SBP 
brings its expertise and resources to help REEB expand.  

This is evident by REEB’s recently completed third expansion of an additional 316,000 SF to its facility in LVIP VII, 
bringing the total building size to over 700,000 SF.  The addition included 298,000 SF of warehouse space with an 
18,000 SF custom shop.  REEB, who operates six facilities across five locations, will maintain its existing brand 
name, geographic locations, and management team as part of SBP.  
www.reeb.com  |  www.specialtybuildingproducts.com  |  www.jgpetrucci.com

BOWERY FARMING, INC. –  In May, 2022, Governor Tom Wolf was in 
attendance for Bowery Farming’s ribbon-cutting event to open its newly constructed 
150,000 SF smart farm at 1025 Feather Way.  Bowery will create at least 70 new, full-
time jobs within the next three years.  The company invested $32 million in the facility, 
its fourth farm on the east coast.  The $11.25 million building was constructed by J. G. 

Petrucci Co., Inc.  The state invested $460,000 in the project.  

The company grows flavorful, sustainable, and safe non-GMO produce by turning industrial spaces into indoor 
farms where crops are stacked vertically to maximize space right outside of cities.  When compared to outdoor 
operations, the company’s indoor farms can yield 100 times more produce in the same space due to the stacked 
design that grows crops year-round, closer to the communities of consumption, with seeds protected from 
unreliable weather and free from pollutants or pests.  www.boweryfarming.com  |  www.jgpetrucci.com
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INVESTING IN THE LOCAL ECONOMY 
 MANUFACTURING PROGRESS – LVIP III AND VI

B. BRAUN MEDICAL, INC. – B. Braun, a top international manufacturer, located to the 
Lehigh Valley in 1979 and has called LVIP III home since 1985.  Just recently, the company celebrated 
a ribbon-cutting event to open a newly completed expansion connected to its original facility.  The 
company nearly doubled the footprint of its main 400,000 SF facility at 901 Marcon Boulevard by 

purchasing the adjacent property at 939 Marcon Boulevard (formerly owned by SureFit, Inc.) to construct the 310,000 SF expansion.  The 
u-shape addition provides a seamless manufacturing process and is slated to be at full capacity by mid-2023.  The $200 million expansion will 
house 44 injection molding machines making three million components a day, process the assembly of 360 pieces per minute, and produce the 
extrusion of a mile of tubing per minute.  The facility manufactures life-sustaining infusion therapy and pain management devices used to treat 
millions of patients.  

Once the expansion is operating at full capacity with an additional 200 jobs, the LVIP III plant will employ more than 1,700 of B. Braun’s total 
Lehigh Valley employment of 2,000 associates.  Jean-Claude Dubacher, Chair and CEO of B. Braun 
of America, Inc. said, “B. Braun has had the privilege of being part of the Lehigh Valley community for 
nearly 40 years.  This facility represents both our commitment to Lehigh Valley and Pennsylvania, as 
well as B. Braun’s strategic objective of being a leading health care technology company.”

The company’s investment in this and several of its facilities further cements its motivation to expedite 
plans and take the lead to create sustainable and reliable solutions to help meet future IV fluid supply 
needs for the healthcare market.  www.bbraunusa.com

All seven of LVIP’s industrial parks are home to a wide range of quality manufacturing, 
office, industrial, and commercial employers offering a highly desired location with excellent 
infrastructure.  Continued growth generates quality employment from the region’s businesses.

At nearly 50 years old, LVIP III continues to provide family sustaining jobs for approximately 6,000 
employees.  One world-class manufacturer in particular continues to add to those impressive 
numbers.

MEMBERS 1ST FEDERAL CREDIT UNION – A newcomer to the Lehigh Valley and LVIP VI has 
recently opened its doors to serve the Lehigh Valley’s financial needs.  Members 1st Federal Credit Union held a grand 
opening in July, 2022 to celebrate a new branch at 2200 Emrick Boulevard.  This year, the credit union also opened three 
additional Lehigh Valley branches in Macungie, Trexlertown, and Whitehall and was named to Forbes 2022 Best-In-State 
Credit Unions based on customer service. 

“Establishing a presence in the Lehigh Valley reinforces our commitment and dedication to strengthening and investing in the communities 
we serve,” President and CEO George Nahodil said.  “This multi-branch opening has been planned for quite some time.  We are grateful for 
the opportunity to grow in a new region and are confident that our offerings meet the personal and financial needs of the Lehigh Valley.”  Each 
branch will offer a drive-thru, drive-up ATM, lobby service, coin counter, and drop box.  In addition, 
Members 1st offers financial and investment services and products including mortgages, credit cards, 
and a personal concierge as part of Members 1st’s MyConcierge service and more.  A fifth branch is 
scheduled to open in the fall of 2022 in Fogelsville.

While the credit union is new to the Lehigh Valley, Members 1st opened in 1950 and has grown to a 
full-service financial institution with more than half a million members and over $6.5 billion in assets.  
With these five Lehigh Valley locations, the Cumberland County-based credit union has expanded its 
total branches to 61 covering eight Pennsylvania counties.  www.members1st.org

Twenty-five years since its inception, LVIP VI continues to provide quality employment in a 
professional environment for nearly 2,000 employees.  A third financial institution now calls 
LVIP VI home for one of its branch locations.
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Lehigh Valley Industrial Park, Inc. was established over 63 years 
ago in 1959 as a private, non-profit economic development 
corporation to expand the region’s tax base, create new jobs 
and diversify the local economy by developing industrial sites 
for new and expanding businesses.

Since then, LVIP has been building high-quality, multi-use 
business centers that today are home to 500 companies 
employing an estimated 24,000 people in seven parks on a total 
of 2,500 acres and generating well over $50 million in annual 
payroll and property taxes.

FUNDING 
2021 - 2022
LVIP has a strong balance 
sheet, access to $10 
million in debt financing, 
and is currently actively 
developing LVIP VII.

For additional financial 
information, please visit 
www.lvip.org.

LVIP I 1959 – City of Bethlehem, Lehigh County:  The first park on 220 acres east of Lehigh 
Valley International Airport today has over 75 firms employing more than 4,500 people.

LVIP II 1964 – Hanover Township, Lehigh County:  Located north of the airport, 142 acres with 
20-plus companies and 1,050 employees.

LVIP III 1974 – Hanover Township, Lehigh County:  Located on 318 acres south of the airport 
along Route 22, this park is home to over 140 employers with about 6,200 employees.  B. Braun 
Medical, Inc. has completed a 310,000 SF expansion to its infusion therapy and pain management 
device manufacturing facility, bringing with it a proposed 200 new jobs.

LVIP IV 1987 – Bethlehem and Hanover Townships, Northampton County:  The 430-acre 
park east of Route 512 between Hanoverville Road and Route 22 has 120-plus companies and 
more than 4,500 employees.  Freshpet completed a third expansion of its facilities supporting the 
company’s exponential growth in the eight years since relocating to the park.

LVIP V 1992 – Bethlehem Township, Northampton County:  This 182-acre park along Brodhead 
Road houses major facilities for Crayola, Kraft, Maier’s Bakery and a distribution facility for Just 
Born, Inc.  The park’s 13 tenants employ over 1,300 people.

LVIP VI 1999 – Bethlehem Township, Northampton County:  The 192-acre park, adjacent to 
Route 33 and north of I-78, has 97 employers and nearly 2,000 employees.  Members 1st Federal 
Credit Union recently opened its doors on a new branch, bringing additional financial services to 
the Lehigh Valley.

LVIP VII 2004 – City of Bethlehem, Northampton County:  With 1,000 acres for development, the 
park’s 33 tenants are employing over 4,300 workers.  Projects for Cigars International, Ecopax, and 
REEB Millwork Corp. added 595,000 square feet to the park for a total of 6,495,000 square feet, 
and over 110 new jobs.

SELECTED 
FINANCIAL 
HIGHLIGHTS 
FISCAL  2021-2022

  ($ Mil)

• Land Sales $ 4.5  

• Land and  
Development  
Costs,  
Capitalized $ 4.5 

• Property and 
Equipment,  
Net $ 12.7

STEADY GROWTH SINCE 1959 
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* EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBER   ** CHAIRMAN

Michael M. Albarell* 
President, Albarell Electric, Inc.

Curtis “Hank” Barnette* 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom - Retired; 
Chairman Emeritus, Bethlehem Steel Corporation

Anne Baum 
President, Lehigh Valley Reilly Children’s Hospital

Sandra L. Bodnyk 
Former Senior Executive Vice President, National Penn 
Bank

Joseph E. Buck 
Vice President of Development and Alumni Relations, 
Lehigh University

Brian Carr 
CFO, Managed Labor Solutions

Patrick Clasen 
Director of Finance, EcoTech Marine

Robert J. Donchez 
Former Mayor, City of Bethlehem

M. Arif Fazil* 
President, D’Huy Engineering, Inc.

Jeffrey P. Feather* 
Former Vice Chairman, National Penn Bancshares, Inc.

Michael J. Gausling** 
Managing Partner, Originate Ventures

Martin C. Gilchrist* 
President Emeritus, Urban Research & Development 
Corporation

Rev. James J. Greenfield 
President, DeSales University

Jan S. Heller* 
President, JS Heller, LLC

Silvia A. Hoffman 
Partner, MKSD Architects

Neal D. Koplin 
Chief Banking Officer, Peoples Security Bank and Trust

Michael A. Magazzu 
Vice President and General Counsel, Wind Creek 
Bethlehem

Thomas Marchozzi 
CFO, Lehigh Valley Health Network

Andrew McIntyre 
CFO, Computer Aid, Inc.

Mary Jane McKeever* 
Vice President Finance & Real Estate, St. Luke’s University 
Health Network

George B. Mowrer 
Owner, Next Chapter RC

David A. Nepereny* 
Retired Chairman & CEO, Buzzi Unicem USA, Inc.

J. William Reynolds 
Mayor, City of Bethlehem

John D. Stanley* 
Retired Senior Vice President, General Counsel, Chief 
Administrative Officer, Air Products and Chemicals, Inc.

Salvatore B. Verrastro 
President, Spillman Farmer Architects

Kerry A. Wrobel* 
President & CEO, Lehigh Valley Industrial Park, Inc.

NEW BOARD MEMBERS

LVIP BOARD OF DIRECTORS

J. William Reynolds, Mayor, City of Bethlehem

Salvatore B. Verrastro,  
President, Spillman Farmer Architects
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LVIP VII - BETHLEHEM COMMERCE CENTER

Lots from 2-25 acres
City of Bethlehem, Lehigh Valley, PA

• 1,000 acres located at intersection of I-78 
& S.R. 412 in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania

• Rail Service provided by Lehigh Valley 
Rail Management, LLC - Bethlehem 
Division with two Class I railroads plus a 
large intermodal terminal

• Shovel-ready parcels

• Zoned Industrial Redevelopment (IR) and 
Industrial (IN)

• Large capacity municipal water and 
sewer

• Gas, telecommunications, and electric 
on site

•	 Favorable	financial	incentives	available,	
including LERTA Tax Assistance 
Program

• Ideally located to serve the  
Northeast and Mid-Atlantic

President & CEO 
Kerry A. Wrobel   |   kwrobel@lvip.org

Director of Business Development 
Justin C. Ryan   |   jryan@lvip.org

Director of Administration 
Michelle L. Frable   |   mfrable@lvip.org

610-866-4600
Visit LVIP’s website at www.lvip.org

1720 Spillman Drive, Suite 150
Bethlehem, PA 18015-2164

LVIP VII Phases of Development


