2020 - 2021
LVIP ANNUAL REPORT
TO THE
COMMUNITY

2020–21 YEAR
FOCUS ON LVIP VII

OUR MISSION:
• Create jobs
• Expand the regional tax base
• Diversify the local economy

OUR PURPOSE:
Promote and foster the economic
vitality and quality of life in the
Lehigh Valley and surrounding
communities through (i) the
acquisition, improvement and
operation of business and
industrial parks, (ii) construction
and operation of buildings for
sale or lease to business, (iii)
assistance with regulatory
compliance and governmental
relations, (iv) advice and direction
concerning finance options, (v)
business education and nurturing,
and (vi) in general, to do all such
things as may be necessary to
create jobs, expand the regional
tax base, diversify the local
economy, and aid in business
development.

OUR SUCCESSES:
• Total acres in LVIP park
system - 2,500

• Land and development
costs - $107,244,830

• Federal, state and local

loans and grants - $44,288,206

• Employers - 500
• Employees - 24,000
• Annual payroll and property
taxes - $15,000,000

• Private investment $1,297,577,192

LVIP has been redeveloping 1,000 acres of the former Bethlehem
Steel plant for over 20 years! Kerry joined the staff of LVIP in early
June 2001 and just two weeks later Bethlehem Steel reached
out with an incredible opportunity to develop a large tract of their
flagship property. Twenty years later, LVIP is still at work creating
new jobs, an expanded tax base, and a diverse local economy as
part of the success story known as LVIP VII.
We’re extremely proud to have played a meaningful role in the
redevelopment of one of the largest brownfield sites in the nation
and one representing 20% of the city of Bethlehem’s tax base.
Our efforts over the last 20 years have attracted 32 businesses and created over 4,200 jobs. Private investment in
LVIP VII exceeds $612 million and has resulted in 5.9 million square feet of new construction.
And we’re not done yet. We still have more than 75 acres of land remaining in LVIP VII. More jobs, more
investment, and yes more businesses are definitely part of our future.
In this our 2021 Annual Report, we’ll highlight several projects moving forward in LVIP VII. With a strong balance
sheet and a quest to be the developer of last resort for challenging projects in the Lehigh Valley, LVIP continues to
search for our next industrial park project that will allow us to continue to deliver world-class results for decades to
come.
2021 – MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Despite the continued impact of a global pandemic, several major projects moved forward in 2021 highlighted by a
healthy and diversified mix of manufacturers, distributors, and even an indoor farm.
Bowery Farming is constructing its largest, most technologically advanced farm on nine acres in LVIP VII. The
vertical farming operation will grow crops year round indoors in a new 150,000 SF facility. Operations should begin
in early 2022 and create at least 70 new jobs in three years. Bowery will grow and distribute herbs and lettuces to
major food retailers including Giant, Walmart, Weis, and Whole Foods. Total project investment including building,
leasehold improvements, and equipment will exceed $43 million.
Forward Air is leasing 38,000 SF of space in a flex industrial building recently constructed by the J.G. Petrucci
Company in LVIP VII. Forward Air is a leading provider of ground transportation and related logistics services to
the North American air freight industry. The company supplies expedited ground transportation between terminals
located near major airports. Forward Air has an initial team of 10 employees working in LVIP VII.
Port Priority recently started leasing a 295,000 square-foot warehouse constructed by Trammell Crow within the
Interchange tract of LVIP VII. Port Priority is a full service third-party logistics company focusing on direct-toconsumer online retailers. Its new location in LVIP VII enhances the company’s coverage across the Northeast region
and allows Port Priority to service major markets including New York and Philadelphia. Port Priority has invested $4
million in its leasehold improvements and plans to hire 125 full-time employees.
In the following pages, we’ll highlight several new projects that are actively proceeding in our parks. Each of the
projects is a great economic story focused on new jobs and new investment. We’re proud of our role in diversifying
the regional economy and offering new opportunities for business growth in the Lehigh Valley.
BOARD MEMBERS – THANK YOU
LVIP manages our operation with three full-time employees and a dedicated Board of Directors, who volunteer their
time and talents in helping LVIP achieve its mission. We would like to thank all of our Board members for their time
and dedication. A special note of gratitude is extended to Denny Losco, Jr., chief financial officer of Superior Quartz
Products, Inc., for his service to LVIP over his two terms spanning eight years.
This year we also welcomed Fr. James Greenfield as our newest Director. Fr. Greenfield is the president of DeSales
University and a stalwart community leader. We appreciate his support of and commitment to LVIP.
IN CLOSING
We close by thanking the Lehigh Valley community for partnering with LVIP these past 62 years in our ongoing
efforts to create new jobs, expand the regional tax base, and diversify the local economy.
We look forward to furthering our mission of jobs, investment, and business growth for decades to come.
Sincerely,
Sincerely,

2

Mike Gausling, Chair and Kerry Wrobel, President & CEO

INVESTING IN THE LOCAL
ECONOMY – LVIP VII
TWENTY YEARS OF PROGRESS – LVIP VII

Twenty years since the project first began as a vision of what could be in the shadow of the former
Bethlehem Steel site, LVIP continues the redevelopment of 1,000 acres within LVIP VII. We remain laser
focused on small businesses ready to expand and welcome all new businesses eager to invest in LVIP VII.
This year a previously unimaginable project took root on the former steel landmark and LVIP is delighted
to provide a new home to this cutting-edge business.

BOWERY FARMING, INC.

Bowery Farming, Inc. is currently transforming 9 acres at 1025 Feather Way into its largest, most
technologically advanced and sustainable farm yet. The company grows flavorful, sustainable, and
safe non-GMO produce indoors by turning industrial spaces into smart farms where crops are stacked
vertically to maximize space right outside of cities. When compared to outdoor operations, the company’s
indoor farms can yield 100 times more produce in the same space due to the stacked design that grows
crops year-round, closer to the communities of consumption, with seeds protected from unreliable
weather and free from pollutants or
pests. Agriculture typically uses 70% of
the world’s freshwater. Bowery utilizes
recycled and filtered water to reduce
consumption in its hydroponic process.
The company’s proprietary operating
system provides modern farmers with
a granular view into the wellbeing of
plants while making nurturing updates in
real time, and delivers an individualized
climate for each crop.
Bowery Farming plans to begin operations early 2022 in its new 150,000
SF facility. The project will create at least 70 new, full-time jobs within the
next three years, and the company will invest $32 million into the facility, its
fourth farm on the east coast. The $11.25 million building was constructed
by J. G. Petrucci Co., Inc. for a total project cost of $43.25 million. This will
be Petrucci’s twelfth construction/build-to-suit project within LVIP VII.
Founded in 2015 and headquartered in New York City, Bowery Farming
created its name from the origins of an historic lower Manhattan neighborhood settled by the Dutch in 1654. The Bowery (originally called
bouwerij, the Old Dutch word for farm) served as the great connector of farmlands to the heart of the city through the 17th century.
In today’s world of growing population, rising temperatures, finite resources, and food safety outbreaks, Bowery brings a positive impact to
the communities it serves. The company now has produce in more than 850 grocery stores and has experienced more than a 750% growth
rate since January 2020. Their new site in LVIP VII will expand its reach further into the Northeast region. Bowery’s produce is sold in
stores like Acme, Giant, Walmart, Weis, and Whole Foods Markets as well as e-commerce sales through Amazon Fresh.
www.boweryfarming.com / www.jgpetrucci.com
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INVESTING IN THE LOCAL ECONOMY,
Twenty years since the project first began as a vision of what could be in the shadow of the former
Bethlehem Steel site, LVIP continues the redevelopment of 1,000 acres within LVIP VII. We remain laser
focused on small businesses ready to expand and welcome all new businesses eager to invest in LVIP VII.

FORWARD AIR CORPORATION – Forward Air recently leased 38,000 SF in the newly constructed 88,000 SF flex industrial building at
2675 Commerce Center Boulevard. It launched its new facility with an initial team of
10 employees, and employs more than 5,000 employees nationwide. The company
was attracted to the area’s workforce and its manufacturing strength, seeing it as an
opportunity to grow with the region, and invested an additional $3.6 million in the fit-out
of their space. The building was constructed in 2019 and is operated by the J.G. Petrucci
Co., Inc.
Since 1990, Forward Air has been a leading provider of ground transportation and related
logistics services to the North American air freight and expedited LTL market, offering
single-source surface shipping on an accelerated basis, delivering cargo at a specific time, but under less
time-sensitive situations. The company supplies expedited ground transportation between terminals
located near major airports. The Forward Air network is designed with over 90 facilities located at or near
major U.S. and Canadian airports, 12 regional sort centers, and over 300 secondary airports. The LVIP VII
facility brings local sales and operational support to the region
and will significantly improve freight options for Lehigh Valley
businesses thanks to the company’s nationwide network.

www.forwardair.com / www.jgpetrucci.com

PORT PRIORITY – Port Priority recently leased and took occupancy of 295,000 SF at 2020 Feather Way to accommodate the company’s
rapidly expanding customer base. The new location in LVIP VII better enhances the company’s
coverage across the Northeast Region and allows the company to uniquely service major markets
such as New York City and Philadelphia within a 90-minute drive. At full capacity, Port Priority
will employ 100-125 full-time warehouse associates and will invest upwards of $3.5 - $4 million
in the building.
Port Priority is a full service third-party logistics company focusing on direct-to-consumer and
various online retailer fulfillment customers. The company was founded in 2016, opened their
first 25,000 SF warehouse facility in Middletown, NY, and with the new Bethlehem location, has
now expanded into 1,000,000 SF of warehouse space across the country offering customers full coast to coast coverage. Port Priority offers unmatched
support, unlimited manpower, and all the warehouse space needed to bring in larger shipments and deliver
for clients at the speeds they’ve come to expect in today’s fast-paced world. The company’s services,
including repacking, fulfillment, and trucking, allow customers to be competitive and grow their business
unimpeded by the need to acquire more warehousing or human resources.
Port Priority’s new facility is a one of two buildings located in the STEEL CITY
TRADE CENTER developed by Trammell Crow in partnership with Clarion
Partners. Jones Lang LaSalle represented Port Priority in the lease. LVIP
diligently sought and found a successful team to purchase and develop this
47-acre Interchange tract located at the intersection of I-78 and Route 412. Complete construction ($27 million)
and full occupancy by Port Priority and TwinMed (total of 484,000 SF) brought this project to fruition only two
years from Trammell Crow’s purchase of the land in 2019.

www.portpriority.com / www.trammellcrow.com / www.clarionpartners.com / www.jll.com
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TWENTY YEARS OF PROGRESS – LVIP VII
BETH FLEX III – This 180,000 SF building was recently constructed at 2010 Spillman Drive by J.G. Petrucci Co., Inc. to add leasable
square footage to the region’s high-demand
inventory of available flex industrial space.
The new $15 million building is a neighbor
to another Petrucci flex building in LVIP VII at
2120 Spillman Drive housing ALPLA.

www.jgpetrucci.com

AXIUM PLASTICS – Established in 2011, Axium Plastics is one of the leading producers of high-quality plastic packaging for personal
care, food, home, hygiene, and other markets. The company manufactures injection molded
plastics and specializes in decorating technologies; and has invested heavily into the
latest molding technologies. From high volume bare bottle molding to “Prestige Specialty
Branded” packages, Axium offers a turnkey approach to several services offered at each of
the company’s eight manufacturing locations. Headquartered in New Albany, Ohio and with
plants throughout United States and Canada, each site operates under the same common
platform, procedures, and culture offering customers in various countries and markets full
service capabilities from design and testing to final decorated projects.
Axium’s “Innovation Center” takes concepts and
market studies and uses the latest trends in packaging to bring the customer’s brand to realization
with a collaborative approach, making sure the package is not only aesthetically appealing, but
functional and optimal in a production environment. All Axium facilities are certified in GFSI FSSC
22000 and the company is environmentally conscious in all aspects of its business. Axium Plastics
is leasing 125,000 SF of manufacturing space at 2010 Spillman Drive where they've invested
$10.5 million in the facility.

www.axiumplastics.com

S&S TRUCK PARTS, LLC – The second tenant occupying 2010 Spillman Drive is S&S Truck Parts, LLC, who is leasing 54,000 SF of
the 180,000 SF building. S&S is one of the world's largest independent distributors of new
aftermarket (OEM) truck parts. Under its proprietary "NewStar" brand, the company offers an
ever-expanding selection of the fastest-selling parts and components for heavy and mediumduty trucks.
Originally named S&S Truck and Tractor Parts, Inc., the company was founded in 1952 in
Chicago. After years in the surplus military truck parts business, S&S Truck Parts was the
first to establish the aftermarket for new heavy
duty drivetrain truck parts in North America. The
company’s success is due to its significantly expanded
product offerings over the decades, sourcing diverse
product lines from OEM factories around the world
and assembling components in the U.S. In addition, its cutting-edge digital tools and e-commerce
platform have integrated the technology and talent necessary to position S&S Truck Parts as a
leader in the market.
S&S Truck Parts operates 8 distribution centers in North America and has a global distribution
network that spans 67 countries. The LVIP VII facility, with 4 employees and an additional $4.5
million investment by S&S, assists the company in delivering to any market within two days.

www.sandstruck.com
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STEADY GROWTH
SINCE 1959
Lehigh Valley Industrial Park, Inc. was established over 60 years ago in 1959 as
a private, non-profit economic development corporation to expand the region’s
tax base, create new jobs and diversify the local economy by developing
industrial sites for new and expanding businesses.

FUNDING 2020 - 2021
LVIP has a strong balance
sheet, access to $10
million in debt financing,
and is currently actively

Since then, LVIP has been building high-quality, multi-use business centers
that today are home to 500 companies employing an estimated 24,000 people
in seven parks on a total of 2,500 acres and generating well over $15 million in
annual payroll and property taxes.
LVIP I 1959 – City of Bethlehem, Lehigh County: The first park on 220 acres east of Lehigh
Valley International Airport today has over 75 firms employing more than 4,500 people.

developing LVIP VII.

LVIP II 1964 – Hanover Township, Lehigh County: Located north of the airport, 142 acres with
20-plus companies and 1,050 employees.

For additional financial

LVIP III 1974 – Hanover Township, Lehigh County: Located on 318 acres south of the airport
along Route 22, this park is home to over 140 employers with about 6,000 employees.

information, please visit
www.lvip.org.

SELECTED FINANCIAL
HIGHLIGHTS
FISCAL 2020-2021
		
• Land Sales

($ Mil)
$0

• Land and
Development
Costs,
Capitalized

$ 5.6

• Property and
Equipment,
Net

$ 13.1
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LVIP IV 1987 – Bethlehem and Hanover Townships, Northampton County: The 430-acre park east
of Route 512 between Hanoverville Road and Route 22 has 120-plus companies and more than
4,500 employees. Freshpet continues with phenomenal growth in the seven years since relocating
to the park.
LVIP V 1992 – Bethlehem Township, Northampton County: This 182-acre park along Brodhead
Road houses major facilities for Crayola, Kraft, Maiers Bakery and a distribution facility for Just
Born, Inc. The park’s 13 tenants employ over 1,300 people.
LVIP VI 1999 – Bethlehem Township, Northampton County: The 192-acre park, adjacent to
Route 33 and north of I-78, has 96 employers and 1,795 employees. Flex Center 33 at 2500 Emrick
Boulevard provides Flexicon room to expand and space for OraSure Technologies to provide
essential products to battle COVID-19.
LVIP VII 2004 – City of Bethlehem, Northampton County: With 1,000 acres for development, the
park’s 32 tenants are employing over 4,200 workers. New projects for EcoTech Marine, Steel City
Trade Center, and TwinMed bring the park’s build-out to over 5.9 million square feet with private
investment of over $612 million.

LVIP BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Michael M. Albarell*
President, Albarell Electric, Inc.

Rev. James J. Greenfield
President, DeSales University

Curtis “Hank” Barnette*
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom - Retired;
Chairman Emeritus, Bethlehem Steel Corporation

Jan S. Heller*
President, JS Heller, LLC

Anne Baum
Lehigh Valley Executive and Vice President, Distribution
Channels & Labor Relations, Capital BlueCross
Sandra L. Bodnyk
Former Senior Executive Vice President, National Penn
Bank
Joseph E. Buck
Vice President of Development and Alumni Relations,
Lehigh University
Brian Carr
CFO, Stuffed Puffs
Patrick Clasen
Director of Finance, EcoTech Marine
The Honorable Robert J. Donchez
Mayor, City of Bethlehem
M. Arif Fazil*
President, D’Huy Engineering, Inc.
Jeffrey P. Feather*
Former Vice Chairman, National Penn Bancshares, Inc.
Michael J. Gausling**
Managing Partner, Originate Ventures
Martin C. Gilchrist*
President Emeritus, Urban Research & Development
Corporation

Silvia A. Hoffman
Partner, MKSD Architects
Neal D. Koplin
Chief Banking Officer, Peoples Security Bank and Trust
Dennis J. Losco, Jr.
CFO, Superior Quartz Products, Inc.
Michael A. Magazzu
Vice President and General Counsel, Wind Creek Bethlehem
Thomas Marchozzi
CFO, Lehigh Valley Health Network
Andrew McIntyre
CFO, Computer Aid, Inc.
Mary Jane McKeever*
Vice President Finance & Real Estate, St. Luke’s University
Health Network
George B. Mowrer
Owner, Next Chapter RC
David A. Nepereny*
Non-Executive Chairman of the Board, Buzzi Unicem USA, Inc.
John D. Stanley*
Retired Senior Vice President, General Counsel, Chief
Administrative Officer, Air Products and Chemicals, Inc.
Kerry A. Wrobel*
President & CEO, Lehigh Valley Industrial Park, Inc.
* EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBER ** CHAIRMAN

2020-2021 NEW DIRECTOR
Rev. James J. Greenfield
In June, 2021 LVIP welcomed Rev. James J. Greenfield, OSFS, to the Board of Directors.
Fr. Greenfield became president of DeSales University in 2018 and is the first alumnus of the
University to serve as its president. Notably for LVIP, he continues the fine tradition set by
his predecessor Rev. Bernie O’Connor who also served with LVIP’s Board from 2001-2017.
Within the Lehigh Valley, Fr. Greenfield also serves on the boards of the Good Shepherd
Rehabilitation Network in Allentown and the Boy Scouts of America. We are honored to
welcome Fr. Greenfield to the LVIP Board of Directors and look forward to his contribution
and support for many years.
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1720 Spillman Drive, Suite 150
Bethlehem, PA 18015-2164

LVIP VII - BETHLEHEM COMMERCE CENTER
Lots from 2-25 acres
City of Bethlehem, Lehigh Valley, PA

LVIP VII Phases of Development

• 1,000 acres located at intersection
of I-78 & S.R. 412 in Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania
• Rail Service provided by Lehigh Valley
Rail Management, LLC - Bethlehem
Division with two Class I railroads plus
a large intermodal terminal
• Shovel-ready parcels
• Zoned Industrial Redevelopment (IR)
and Industrial (IN)
• Large capacity municipal water and
sewer
• Gas, telecommunications, and electric
on site
• Favorable financial incentives
available, including LERTA Tax
Assistance Program
• Ideally located to serve the Northeast
and Mid-Atlantic

President & CEO
Kerry A. Wrobel | kwrobel@lvip.org

Director of Business Development
Justin C. Ryan | jryan@lvip.org

Director of Administration
Michelle L. Frable | mfrable@lvip.org

610-866-4600
Visit LVIP’s website at www.lvip.org

