17
18

ANNUAL REPORT
TO THE COMMUNITY

INVESTING IN THE
LOCAL ECONOMY

OUR MISSION:
• Create jobs
• Expand the regional tax base
• Diversify the local economy

OUR PURPOSE:
Promote and foster the economic
vitality and quality of life in the
Lehigh Valley and surrounding
communities through (i) the
acquisition, improvement and
operation of business and
industrial parks, (ii) construction
and operation of buildings for
sale or lease to business, (iii)
assistance with regulatory
compliance and governmental
relations, (iv) advice and direction
concerning finance options, (v)
business education and nurturing,
and (vi) in general, to do all such
things as may be necessary to
create jobs, expand the regional
tax base, diversify the local
economy, and aid in business
development.

OUR SUCCESSES:
• Total acres in LVIP park
system - 2,500

• Land and development
costs - $103,564,000

• Federal, state and local

loans and grants - $44,288,206

• Employers - 490
• Employees - 23,000
• Annual payroll and property

LVIP is proud to have just completed our 59th year of
operation. This year we welcomed ALPLA, Inc. and
their newly constructed 160,000 square-foot, rail-served
manufacturing facility to LVIP VII. This $15 million project
brings 59 new jobs to the region and serves our primary
mission to create new manufacturing jobs in the Lehigh
Valley. Interestingly, ALPLA, an Austrian-based plastics
manufacturer, continues a trend of international companies
selecting LVIP VII to serve their U.S. customers.

ALPLA joins Primark, a large retailer based in Dublin, Ireland; U.S. Cold Storage, a logistics company
led by England’s Swire Group; and Cigars International, owned by the Scandinavian Tobacco Group
headquartered in Copenhagen, Denmark. International trade has a major impact on the U.S. economy
and we’re proud these global firms are expanding their U.S. footprint in LVIP VII at this time.
While welcoming new tenants, LVIP also progressed with two new corporate initiatives.
First, the local market is experiencing a shortage and unmet demand for Class A industrial space
dedicated toward small manufacturers. With the help of a $250,000 grant from BB&T, LVIP initiated a
competitive RFP process to select a local design/build firm for the design and construction of a 40,000
square-foot flex industrial building. Allied Building Corporation and Spillman Farmer Architects were
selected from four finalists. LVIP has broken ground on our speculative industrial building and we
are targeting completion in the summer of 2019. With the assistance of the Lehigh Valley Economic
Development Corporation, LVIP will begin aggressively marketing this building to small manufacturers
looking to expand in the Lehigh Valley.
Second, with the Route 412 construction now complete, LVIP is accelerating plans to secure its first
retail development within the Route 412 corridor. A second RFP process led to an agreement with
the J.G. Petrucci Company for the redevelopment of Lots 23 and 24 in LVIP VII. These lots are located
next to the recently renovated Lynn Avenue bridge on 412. LVIP envisions an anchor project with a
mix of retail and commercial uses. We could be celebrating a groundbreaking for this exciting project
as early as the summer of 2019.
Besides the dedicated work of Kerry and his staff, LVIP is pleased to have added two new members
to the LVIP Board of Directors in 2018. We welcomed Brian Carr, president of Sands Casino Resort
Bethlehem, and Dan Harrigan, president of Spillman Farmer Architects. Brian and Dan join a group of
extremely talented and committed Directors in continuing the good works of LVIP for years to come.
On a similar note, we want to extend our sincere gratitude, appreciation, and best wishes to Fred
Allerton, principal of Spillman Farmer Architects, who retired from the LVIP Board in June after 15
years of dedicated service to our organization. Fred has left his legacy at LVIP, especially with his
dedication to our Building Committee and as the architect for both the LVIP Office Building and our
new flex industrial building.
We close by thanking the Lehigh Valley community for your continued support. We are proud to
have now spent 59 years dedicated to making a difference in the Lehigh Valley by creating familysustaining jobs, expanding the regional tax base, and leveraging new investments.
Sincerely,

taxes - $15,000,000

• Private investment $996,475,000

Photo Credit: John Wilchek

Mike Gausling, Chairman and Kerry Wrobel, President
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INVESTING IN THE LOCAL
ECONOMY – LVIP VII
In the latter part of 2017-2018, LVIP VII welcomed a new international manufacturer to the park. ALPLA, Inc. joins several other
international companies benefitting from the prime location of LVIP VII to serve their U.S. markets.

ALPLA, an Austrian-based company, manufactures numerous plastic packaging items

for a variety of products for the food, household care, cosmetics, pharmaceuticals and
oil/lubrication markets. The company was founded in Austria in 1955 and has been
active in the United States since 2001. They are the largest producer of packaging
in Europe and are building plants throughout the world close to their customers and even inside customers’
facilities to save transport costs for their products. In addition to accessing the northeast with the LVIP VII site,
another facility in Utah will be added this year to their existing 176 global locations in 45 countries, which have
a total of 19,300 employees and annual sales of $3.8 billion in 2017.
The company is a tenant in the newly completed Bethlehem Flex Center II, owned and constructed by the
J.G. Petrucci Co., Inc., and is leasing 160,000 square feet of the 243,000 square-foot facility located at 2120
Spillman Drive. The company invested $15.2 million in the LVIP VII facility and will bring 59 new employees to
the rail-served site. The project was coordinated by the Governor’s Action Team, an experienced group of economic development professionals
who report directly to the governor and work with businesses that are considering locating or expanding in Pennsylvania. “ALPLA is very
appreciative of the efforts by the Governor’s Action Team,” said Peter Irby, director of finance at ALPLA, Inc. “They were responsive to our needs
and easy to work with. We are looking forward to our future in the Bethlehem area.”

Over 60 years ago, the brothers Helmuth and Alwin Lehner founded the company ‘Alpenplastik
Lehner Alwin GmbH’. Their initial assets consisted of courage, hard work and an injection
molding machine acquired at low cost. They converted the laundry room in their parents’
home into a production hall. Their passion for technical challenges remains unparalleled to
this day and is one of the cornerstones of the company’s history.

www.alpla.com
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INVESTING IN THE
LOCAL ECONOMY – LVIP VII
LVIP continues the development of the newly-improved Route 412 corridor and plans to attract a number of commercial and retail
businesses to the City of Bethlehem’s southern gateway. With the addition of its first commercial business, an international
manufacturer, and a national distribution company, LVIP VII is the most versatile business center we have ever developed,
bringing a range of new employers and job opportunities to Bethlehem’s Southside and the local region.

CANDLEWOOD SUITES BETHLEHEM SOUTH — Construction of the new 56,000 square-foot, four-story

extended-stay hotel at 1630 Spillman Drive was completed in September, 2018. SANN9, LLC, a family business
venture that operates the Holiday Inn Express and Suites located at the I-78 / Route 412 interchange, is the
ownership team for the 101-room Candlewood Suites. The hotel provides 20 new jobs. CMG of Easton, Inc. was the
construction management company for the $10.5 million project.
This first hotel to locate in LVIP VII provides a relaxed, casual and home-like experience for extended
stay travelers. Amenities include studio and one-bedroom suites, a gym and free guest laundry open
around the clock, and guests can take advantage of the 24-hour Candlewood Cupboard®, where they
will find breakfast items, snacks, refreshments, entrees and necessities available. The hotel offers a
large indoor pool with a jacuzzi and an outdoor gazebo providing the opportunity for outdoor grilling.

www.candlewoodsuites.com
R.J. SCHINNER — R.J. Schinner, Co., Inc., a premier re-distributor to

the commercial wholesale trade, such as janitorial, foodservice, and paper
products, is the second tenant of the Bethlehem Flex Center II located at
2120 Spillman Drive. The 80,000 square-foot operation shares the newly completed 243,000 square-foot
building with ALPLA, Inc., a plastics manufacturer. R.J. Schinner selected LVIP VII to grow its coverage
area in the northeast region, and also plans to significantly increase five additional
existing warehouse locations, which will bring the company’s total square-footage
at 17 distribution facilities to 1.5 million square feet nationwide. R.J. Schinner has
been selling non-food disposables to the commercial marketplace since 1951. They
provide 7,500 domestic and internationally-sourced items from an exclusive line of
products as well as multiple national brands such as Rubbermaid and Kimberly Clark.
The new LVIP VII facility brings 20 new jobs to the park.

Credit J Taylor Design for this photo

www.rjschinner.com
LVIP, INC. BUSINESS IN OUR SITES $10 MILLION LOAN PAYOFF — LVIP VII has proven to be a most diverse and successful

project that would not have found its footing without a major commitment from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania back in 2006. The PA
Department of Community & Economic Development provided a $10 million loan and a $5 million grant under the Business in Our Sites
program to begin site work, infrastructure development, and remediation of the former Bethlehem Steel plant. With LVIP VII now over 70
percent built out, this year LVIP was able to prepay the remaining balance on its $10 million state loan in only 12 years. The loan provided the
confidence for LVIP to move ahead with the redevelopment of the largest privately-held brownfield site in the U.S., which has become a model
of success for similar sites across the country.

https://dced.pa.gov/program
LVIP, INC. PLANS FOR FLEX INDUSTRIAL BUILDING —- In response to the urgent need for

available flex industrial space in the Lehigh Valley, LVIP is building on the success of LVIP VII and striking out to
construct a 40,000 square-foot flex industrial building, with the goal to attract from one to four manufacturers
seeking immediate occupancy for their growing businesses. The building, which could be available as
smaller lease spaces or for purchase depending on the tenant, will be located at 1920 Spillman Drive and
could provide up to 100 jobs. LVIP has been working diligently this year with our local team of construction
professionals to develop an attractive, efficient facility. LVIP anticipates completion of construction mid-2019.
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INVESTING IN THE LOCAL
ECONOMY – LVIP IV AND VI
LVIP IV, developed in 1987, continues to provide a prime location for tenant expansions.

UNGERER & COMPANY —

Global flavors, fragrances, and
ingredients manufacturer Ungerer
& Co., an original tenant of LVIP IV since 1993, has recently completed a state-of-the-art 29,500
square-foot expansion to its production facility at 110 North Commerce Way. The expansion,
undertaken in response to continued and growing business demand, is expected to add 10 new
jobs to the existing 120+ currently at the site. The majority of the added space is dedicated to
manufacturing operations, with the remaining dedicated for warehousing. This year, Ungerer
not only marks 25 years in the Lehigh Valley, but also celebrates its 125th Anniversary since
being founded in 1893.

www.UngererAndCompany.com

LVIP VI, developed in
1999, nears full buildout with a wide range of
quality manufacturing,
office, industrial, and
commercial employers by
offering a highly desired
location with excellent
infrastructure. Continued
growth brings quality
employment to the region.

ORASURE TECHNOLOGIES, INC. —

The manufacturer of products for emerging healthcare
needs is leasing 70,000
square feet of the Flex Center 33 in LVIP VI for temperaturecontrolled warehousing of its medical diagnostic testing kits and
products. OraSure is world renowned for its OraQuick testing kit,
the first over-the-counter home HIV test. By leveraging proprietary
and cutting-edge scientific expertise, the company has also
developed other accurate and easy-to-use products including flu
testing, molecular collection and stabilization, substance abuse
testing and portable cryosurgery systems.

www.orasure.com
GRIMCO, INC. — Grimco, Inc., one of the largest wholesale sign

supply and wide format printing equipment distributors in the country, now
occupies the remaining 50,000 square feet of Flex Center 33 in LVIP VI to
better serve its regional customers. In addition to a sign supply warehouse,
Grimco is also the largest dealer of HP and Epson wide format printing
equipment offering sales, service, supplies, training and ongoing support for these prestigious
brands as well as other sign
making equipment. New
employees totaling 20 provide
service in product categories
varying from banner materials
and supplies, digital media,
electrical and LED supplies,
frames, stands and displays,
traffic signs, vinyl and
application tape and wrap
materials.

www.grimco.com
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Last year we reported on
the construction of Flex
Center 33, a Class “A”
industrial flex building
under construction by the
J.G. Petrucci Company, Inc.
in LVIP VI. The company
has completed the 120,000
square-foot facility at
2500 Emrick Boulevard.
Before construction was
completed, two tenants
committed to space in the
$14 million building.

STEADY GROWTH
SINCE 1959

FUNDING 2017-2018
LVIP has a strong balance
sheet and access to $10
million in debt financing,
and is currently developing
LVIP VII.
For additional financial
information, please visit
www.lvip.org.

Lehigh Valley Industrial Park, Inc. was established in 1959 as a private, non-profit
economic development corporation to expand the region’s tax base, create new jobs
and diversify the local economy by developing industrial sites for new and expanding
businesses.
Since then, LVIP has been building high-quality, multi-use business centers that today
are home to over 490 companies employing an estimated 23,000 people in seven parks
on a total of 2,500 acres and generating well over $15 million in annual payroll and
property taxes.
LVIP I
1959 – City of Bethlehem, Lehigh County: The first park on 220 acres east of Lehigh
Valley International Airport today has over 75 firms employing more than 4,500 people.
LVIP II 1964 – Hanover Township, Lehigh County: Located north of the airport, 142 acres with
20-plus companies and 1,050 employees.
LVIP III 1974 – Hanover Township, Lehigh County: Located on 318 acres south of the airport
along Route 22, this park is home to over 140 employers with about 6,000 employees.

SELECTED FINANCIAL
HIGHLIGHTS
FISCAL 2017 - 2018
		
• Land Sales
• Land and
Development
Costs,
Capitalized

($ Mil)
$ 3.0

$ 9.0

LVIP IV 1987 – Bethlehem and Hanover Townships, Northampton County: The 430-acre park
east of Route 512 between Hanoverville Road and Route 22 has 120-plus companies and more
than 4,500 employees. Ungerer & Company recently expanded its flavors production facility and
celebrated 25 years in LVIP IV in addition to the company itself celebrating 125 years in business.
LVIP V 1992 – Bethlehem Township, Northampton County: This 182-acre park along Brodhead
Road houses major facilities for Crayola, Kraft, Maiers Bakery and a distribution facility for Just
Born, Inc. The park’s 13 tenants employ over 1,300 people.
LVIP VI 1999 – Bethlehem Township, Northampton County: The 192-acre park, adjacent to
Route 33 and north of I-78, has 96 employers and 1,795 employees. OraSure Technologies and
Grimco are now operating in the newly constructed Flex Center 33 at 2500 Emrick Boulevard.
LVIP VII 2004 – City of Bethlehem, Northampton County: With 1,000 acres for development,
the park’s 27 tenants are employing over 4,000 workers. Completion of Candlewood Suites and
Bethlehem Flex Center II, with new tenants ALPLA, Inc. and R.J. Schinner, bring the park’s build-out
to over 4.8 million square feet with private investment over $420 million.

• Property and
Equipment, Net $ 7.2
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LVIP BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Michael M. Albarell*
President, Albarell Electric, Inc.
Frederick C. Allerton
Principal, Spillman Farmer Architects
Curtis “Hank” Barnette*
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom - Retired;
Chairman Emeritus, Bethlehem Steel Corporation
Anne Baum
Lehigh Valley Executive and Vice President, Distribution
Channels & Labor Relations, Capital BlueCross
Joseph E. Buck
Vice President of Development and Alumni Relations,
Lehigh University
Brian Carr
President and COO, Sands Casino Resort Bethlehem
Patrick Clasen
Director of Finance, EcoTech Marine
The Honorable Robert J. Donchez
Mayor, City of Bethlehem
Mark H. Erickson
President, Northampton Community College
Scott V. Fainor*
Group Executive, BB&T
M. Arif Fazil*
President, D’Huy Engineering, Inc.
Jeffrey P. Feather*
Former Vice Chairman, National Penn Bancshares, Inc.

Michael J. Gausling**
Managing Partner, Originate Ventures
Martin C. Gilchrist*
President, Urban Research & Development Corporation
Daniel L. Harrigan
President, Spillman Farmer Architects
Jan S. Heller*
President, JS Heller, LLC
Silvia A. Hoffman
Partner, MKSD Architects
Dennis J. Losco, Jr.
CFO, Superior Quartz Products, Inc.
Andrew McIntyre
CFO, Computer Aid, Inc.
Mary Jane McKeever*
Vice President Finance, St. Luke’s University Health Network
George B. Mowrer
CFO, Hampson, Mowrer & Kreitz Insurance, Inc.
David A. Nepereny*
Chairman of the Board, Buzzi Unicem USA, Inc.
John D. Stanley
Retired Senior Vice President, General Counsel, Chief
Administrative Officer, Air Products and Chemicals, Inc.
Kerry A. Wrobel*
President, Lehigh Valley Industrial Park, Inc.
* EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBER ** CHAIRMAN

LVIP welcomes new members to our Board of Directors:
Brian Carr

President and COO, Sands
Casino Resort Bethlehem
– Brian began his career in
casino finance in 2001 and has
worked with companies such
as Harrah’s and Caesar’s prior
to joining Sands Casino Resort
Bethlehem in 2015 as CFO and
Senior Vice President Finance and Administration. In 2017,
Brian was named President of the resort and has proven
to be a highly supportive neighbor of LVIP VII with shared
goals and objectives for the City of Bethlehem.

Daniel L. Harrigan

President, Spillman Farmer Architects
– Dan joined Spillman Farmer Architects in
1983 and was named a Principal in 1990. His
broad design experience encompasses nearly
every sector of Spillman Farmer Architects’
practice. Dan is one of Spillman Farmer’s lead
master planners; his experience ranges from
streetscape studies to full-scale campus master
plans across the country. Dan also developed a niche in the design of
student housing facilities and athletic facilities for universities. A lifelong
athlete, Dan won a bronze medal in the 1976 Olympics and a gold medal at
the 1975 Pan-American Games.
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1720 Spillman Drive, Suite 150
Bethlehem, PA 18015-2164

LVIP VII - BETHLEHEM
COMMERCE CENTER

LVIP VII Phases of Development

Lots from 2-25 acres
City of Bethlehem, Lehigh Valley, PA
• 1,000 acres located at the intersection
of I-78 & S.R. 412 in Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania
• Rail Service provided by Lehigh Valley
Rail Management, LLC - Bethlehem
Division with two Class I railroads plus
a large intermodal terminal
• Shovel-ready parcels
• Zoned Industrial Redevelopment (IR)
and Industrial (IN)
• Large capacity municipal water
and sewer
• Gas, telecommunications and electric
on site
• Favorable financial incentives
available, including LERTA Tax
Abatement Program
• Ideally located to serve the
Northeast and Mid-Atlantic

President
Kerry A. Wrobel | kwrobel@lvip.org

Director of Business Development
Justin C. Ryan | jryan@lvip.org

Director of Administration
Michelle L. Frable | mfrable@lvip.org

610-866-4600 / 800-360-LVIP
Visit LVIP’s website at www.lvip.org

