2015 ANNUAL
2016 REPORT
TO THE COMMUNITY

NEW LEADERSHIP
FOR LVIP
Strong leadership has been a hallmark of Lehigh Valley Industrial Park since its inception in
1959. Icons of the Lehigh Valley business community – Frank Marcon, Harold Miller, Frank
Rabold, Walt Dealtrey and Bob Spillman – have each guided LVIP as chairman of the board
of directors and in turn played a vital role in shaping the economy of the Lehigh Valley.

OUR MISSION:
♦ Create jobs
♦ Expand the regional
tax base
♦ Diversify the local
economy
♦ Promote the economic
vitality and enhance the
quality of life in the
Lehigh Valley

OUR SUCCESSES:
♦ Total acres in LVIP park
system - 2,500
♦ Land and development
costs - $97,440,000
♦ Federal, state and local
loans and grants $44,038,206
♦ Employers - 482
♦ Employees - 23,362
♦ Local annual tax
revenue - $15,000,000
♦ Private investment $912,758,000

For the past 15 years, Jeff Feather has served as chair of the LVIP board. After joining as
a director in 1995, Jeff was nominated for the chairmanship in 2001 at the very same time
LVIP welcomed me as its new president. Together, we would oversee perhaps LVIP’s greatest
challenge – the redevelopment of 1,000 acres of the former Bethlehem Steel plant in south
Bethlehem. In hindsight, a project fraught with all of the risk associated with a brownfield site
has become one of the organization’s greatest accomplishments.
With Jeff at the helm, LVIP would complete its exceptional work in LVIP VI started by Bob
Spillman and Grover Stainbrook and commence its revitalization efforts here in LVIP VII, a
project that ultimately will require $100 million in LVIP investment. Since 2001, LVIP has sold
622 acres of industrial and commercial land, created 6,300 jobs, and added 180 businesses to
the LVIP park system. These businesses have invested over $380,000,000 in private funding and
contributed over $6,000,000 in local taxes annually.
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Jeff for his countless hours of dedication to LVIP. Jeff
has been a true mentor, equally deft at listening and offering sage counsel, but more importantly
sharing a genuine interest in the families and personal well-being of our staff. Thank you once
again Jeff. It has been a privilege serving with you. I’d also like to recognize Ray Holton, who
stepped aside this year as LVIP’s vice chair of marketing after 14 years of service to LVIP. Ray’s
contributions were immeasurable as well.
This past June, LVIP elected Mike Gausling as chairman of the board of directors, continuing
the tradition of successful business leaders assuming the chairmanship of the organization. As
many of you know, Mike co-founded Orasure Technologies, a medical device company, in south
Bethlehem and grew Orasure into a publicly traded company. Today, Mike is Managing Partner
of Originate Ventures, a Bethlehem-based venture capital fund. Mike was nominated to the LVIP
board of directors in 2001 just as Jeff and I were starting our tenure. We asked Mike to join the
executive committee in 2004 while taking on the position of treasurer. He has been a key member
of our leadership team ever since. I look forward to working with Mike in the years ahead.
LVIP is pleased to announce two additional changes to our leadership. Mary Jane
McKeever, vice president, finance, St. Luke’s University Health Network, succeeds Mike as
treasurer. And, Arif Fazil, president, D’Huy Engineering, follows Ray as vice chairman of
marketing. Mike, Mary Jane and Arif bring exceptional talent to their respective positions.
LVIP is fortunate to have their leadership.
As we look to the future with our new leadership in place, LVIP is more committed than ever to
our original mission – creating jobs, expanding the regional tax base, and diversifying the local
economy. At the same time, we’ve taken defined steps to broaden this mission and the means
to accomplishing impactful economic development for the Lehigh Valley. We look forward to the
next 15 years as optimistically and boldly as we tackled the challenges of these last many years.
In these pages you will see the best LVIP has to offer from the new start of Ecopax in LVIP VII to
the expansion of Freshpet in LVIP IV. Past, present and future come together in this our annual
report to the Lehigh Valley community.

Kerry A. Wrobel, President
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EXPANDING OPPORTUNITES
LEADING TO NEW JOBS
In 2015-2016, LVIP witnessed numerous construction projects by Lehigh Valley companies looking to expand within LVIP’s park
system. While LVIP continues the work of site preparation on the final phases of LVIP VII, the anticipated growth in the regional
economy as well as new jobs from future projects in LVIP’s parks will add to the ongoing success of LVIP and the Lehigh Valley.

In early August, 2016, Ecopax, LLC held a groundbreaking ceremony for the company’s second
Lehigh Valley manufacturing and distribution center to be located at 1355 Easton Road in LVIP VII.
The company is a maker of single-use, take-out food containers and began the manufacturing of
disposable polystyrene foam containers at their first Lehigh Valley facility in Forks Township in 2009.
To complement this
product line, Ecopax recently purchased 12 acres in LVIP
VII to construct a 143,000 square-foot building for the
manufacture of single-use containers made of paper.
The $20 million manufacturing and warehousing building
is currently under construction and will employ 20 to
30 to start, including machine operators, mechanics,
skilled labor and full management staff. The company’s
site selection and project management firm, JVI, LLC,
introduced Ecopax to the site, which provides an ideal
location with rail access and an adjacent lot for future
expansion. The facility will produce paper and polymer
food-service containers and is expected to be finished
and open in early 2017. Ecopax sells their “clam shell”
containers in the U.S. and Canada.
Peter Wong, the President of Ecopax, migrated with his
family 20 years ago from China to New York where he
started his business. After moving to the Lehigh Valley
ten years ago, the family - including Peter’s daughter,
Christina Wong - opened the Forks Township container
factory. With Christina as the company’s Vice President of
Operations, that facility has grown from 12 to 85 employees
and recently experienced a 75,000 square-foot expansion
for a total of 175,000 square feet. The new LVIP VII plant
on Easton Road could expand to 300,000 square feet and
double employees in three to four years.

Credit: Thomas Amico Studios

At the Ecopax groundbreaking ceremony, Christina Wong spoke of
her father’s determination to own a successful business and their ultimate journey
to the Lehigh Valley, including an initial attempt to open a facility in New Jersey.
The Wong’s relocation to the Lehigh Valley was made possible by a supportive
business climate, which has cultivated their business plans and led to continued
success. As a manufacturer who will provide family-sustaining jobs with a need for
rail access in close proximity to I-78, Ecopax is a perfect fit for their new location
and a welcomed addition to LVIP VII.

www.ecopaxinc.com
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EXPANDING OPPORTUNITIES
LEADING TO NEW JOBS— LVIP VII
LVIP congratulates our neighbor and tenant of the LVIP office building on a truly successful
year! FamilyWize achieved two milestones this year: 10 million people have been helped
through their free prescription savings card, resulting in $1 billion in cost savings, since 2005.
FamilyWize has partnerships with more than 100,000 community organizations, government
agencies, pharmacies, health systems and businesses, including United Way Worldwide, the American Heart Association, and the National
Council on Aging, among others. Through these partnerships, FamilyWize is helping to make prescription medication more affordable and
more accessible for all. “Looking forward, it’s important to recognize the profound changes in our healthcare landscape. Tens of millions of
people are still uninsured or underinsured and in need of our help,” said Dan Barnes, Chairman and Co-Founder. “We are setting a new, very
ambitious goal of helping 25 million people by 2020. This is our mission.”

www.familywize.org

Credit: David Simms

As the second manufacturer
to locate in LVIP VII, Reeb
Millwork Corporation
completed its first phase
of construction earlier this year. Phase one of the project consisted of 175,000
square feet of manufacturing and warehousing space in LVIP VII to expand on
the company’s existing operations in Fountain Hill, Bethlehem. Reeb has now
commenced phase two of the company’s plans, which includes a 220,000
square-foot addition to house the company’s remaining operations and a complete
office relocation to LVIP VII. Reeb’s expansion in LVIP VII added 52 new jobs and
is expected to bring 348 retained jobs to the site upon the complete occupancy of
the building. Both phases of the new facility were constructed by J.G. Petrucci
Co., Inc. The family-owned company is one of the largest distributors of custom
millwork products on the East Coast and operates other facilities in Syracuse, NY,
Lincoln, RI, Barclay, MD and Mocksville, NC. Located on 61 acres at 1091 Gilchrist
Drive, the site is adjacent to Curtiss-Wright who was the initial manufacturer to
locate in LVIP VII.

www.reebmillwork.com
JB Hunt, one of the largest transportation
logistics companies in North America, is
leasing 25,000 square feet of the former
Foulk Lumber facility at 1235 Easton Road.
The site, owned by J.G. Petrucci Co., Inc., houses a regional maintenance and repair
operation of the company’s fleet of vehicles and employs approximately 20 people.
J.B. Hunt, a Fortune-500 company, provides safe and reliable transportation services
to a diverse group of customers throughout the continental United States, Canada
and Mexico utilizing an integrated, multimodal approach. The LVIP VII site is
adjacent to the Bethlehem Intermodal facility and in close proximity to I-78, which
offers the company opportunities to maximize their location.

www.jbhunt.com
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EXPANDING OPPORTUNITIES
LEADING TO NEW JOBS— LVIP IV AND VI
LVIP IV, developed in 1987, has encountered increased reuse of existing buildings for growth and expansion of Lehigh Valley
companies.
In 2013, Freshpet held a grand
opening of their new facility at 176
North Commerce Way in LVIP IV. The
company spent nearly $24 million to
renovate the 60,000 square-foot former
Flavor Right Foods, Inc. building to meet their needs and brought 125 jobs to
the park. The facility prepares all-natural pet foods and treats made of fresh
meats and vegetables. The company sells these products in over 16,000
grocery, mass and pet specialty stores in the U.S. and Canada, including
outlets in the Lehigh Valley. In mid-2015, as a result of their success, Freshpet
announced plans to expand their building an additional 40,000 square feet
with an associated 40 new jobs.
The expansion was completed this
summer and the new capacity will
support continued business growth.
Also this year, the company began
renovations of the former Transilwrap
Company, Inc. building at 146 North
Commerce Way. The facility now
known as the Freshpet Innovation
Center, houses the Freshpet Innovation team that supports continued business
growth through the development of new innovative, all-natural pet foods.

By the end
of 2015, C&S
Wholesale
Grocers had
begun a $15
million expansion of their Lehigh Valley operations
into the former Walgreens 265,000 square-foot
distribution center at 125 North Commerce Way. The
expansion is expected to create 600 jobs, replacing
the 400 jobs lost when Walgreens closed its doors
in 2013. C&S’s repurposing of the building has far
exceeded LVIP’s expectations for the reuse of this
formerly vacant building. C&S is the largest wholesale
grocery supply company in the U.S. and the leading
supply chain company in the food industry. It operates
regional distribution centers where it receives products
from food and grocery companies and ships them to
supermarkets and other institutions. The company,
founded in 1918, operates more than 75 high-tech
facilities in 15 states, and supplies 6,500 stores
supermarkets and institutions with more than 170,000
different products.

www.freshpet.com

www.cswg.com

LVIP VI was developed in 1999 and is located in Bethlehem Township, adjacent to Route 33. The park is nearing full build-out
and continues to provide high quality jobs for the Lehigh Valley. This past year marked two new projects, both expansions of
existing Lehigh Valley companies.
The need to further expand
financial services into the Lehigh
Valley market has brought Peoples
Security Bank & Trust Company to
LVIP VI. The bank purchased the former Provident Bank building at 2151 Emrick
Boulevard this summer for $3.5 million and plans are underway to convert the
25,000 square-foot building into a regional retail branch and operations center.
The bank will reside on the first floor, with space available for lease on the
second floor. The new location will be the bank’s second branch in the Lehigh
Valley, along with a location on Airport
Road, which opened in 2014. Between
their Lehigh Valley locations, the bank has
15 employees and could add an additional
five at the LVIP VI site once it opens
and adds wealth management services.
Peoples Security Bank & Trust is a community bank with 26 branches, including
locations in East Stroudsburg and Mount Pocono in Monroe County.

www.psbt.com

In May, Reynolds & Reynolds
Electronics, Inc. purchased
the former Sure-Lok facility
at 2501 Baglyos Circle for
$1.6 million and has since
relocated its entire operation
from Allentown. The
company invested $450,000
to convert the former warehouse into a manufacturing
and product development facility. The move brings 16
employees to LVIP VI. Reynolds & Reynolds Electronics,
Inc. was founded in 1989 in south Bethlehem and
is now a leading manufacturer of POWERVATOR®
Emergency Return Systems / battery backup for traction
and hydraulic passenger / freight elevators, Emergency
Brake Release (EBR) units, and elevator door controllers.
All of the company’s products are made in the USA.

www.reynoldselectronics.com
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STEADY GROWTH
SINCE 1959
Lehigh Valley Industrial Park, Inc. was established in 1959 as a private,
nonprofit economic development corporation to expand the region’s tax base,
create new jobs and diversify the local economy by developing industrial
sites for new and expanding businesses.
Since then, LVIP has been building high-quality, multi-use business centers
that today are home to over 480 companies employing an estimated 23,000
people in seven parks on a total of 2,500 acres and generating well over
$15 million in annual payroll and property taxes.
1959	City of Bethlehem, Lehigh County: The first park on 220 acres
east of Lehigh Valley International Airport today has over 75 firms
employing more than 4,500 people.
LVIP II 1964	Hanover Township, Lehigh County: Located north of the airport,
142 acres with 20-plus companies and 1,050 employees.
LVIP III 1974	Hanover Township, Lehigh County: Located on 318 acres south of
the airport along Route 22, this park is home to over 140 employers
with about 6,000 employees.
LVIP IV 1987	Bethlehem and Hanover Townships, Northampton County: The
430-acre park east of Route 512 between Hanoverville Road and
Route 22 has 120-plus companies and more than 4,500 employees.
Freshpet continues to grow with a recently completed expansion
and C&S Wholesale Grocers expanded its Lehigh Valley presence
by occupying the former Walgreens distribution center.
LVIP V 1992	Bethlehem Township, Northampton County: This 182-acre park
along Brodhead Road houses major facilities for Crayola, Kraft,
Maiers Bakery and a distribution facility for Just Born, Inc. The
park’s 13 tenants employ over 1,300 people.
LVIP VI 1999	Bethlehem Township, Northampton County: The 192-acre park,
adjacent to Route 33 and north of I-78, has 94 employers and 1,775
employees. Reynold & Reynolds Electronics, Inc. has relocated its
headquarters and 16 jobs to the park.
LVIP VII 2004	City of Bethlehem, Northampton County: With 1,000 acres for
development, the park’s 20 current tenants are employing over
3,400 workers. Reeb Millwork’s new facility brings the park’s
build-out to over 4.3 million square feet with private investment of
over $350 million.

FUNDING 2015-2016
(UNAUDITED)

LVIP generates revenue primarily through land
sales, interest income and government grants.
The use of LVIP’s revenue is dedicated to
building infrastructure (road and utilities),
assessing the site’s environmental condition
and paying property taxes and other landholding costs.
For additional financial information, please visit
www.lvip.org.

LVIP I
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LVIP BOARD OF DIRECTORS
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

Mike Gausling
LVIP is pleased to announce
Mike Gausling has been named
Chairman of the organization
effective June, 2016. Mike,
who joined the LVIP Board of
Directors in 2001 and served
as Treasurer and Vice Chair of
Finance and a member of the
Executive Committee since 2004,
is Managing Partner for Originate Ventures, an early stage
venture capital fund located in Bethlehem.

•

Michael J. Gausling, Managing Partner, Originate Ventures

•

Kerry A. Wrobel, President, Lehigh Valley Industrial Park, Inc.

•

Mary Jane McKeever, Vice President Finance, St. Luke’s
University Health Network

•

M. Arif Fazil, President, D’Huy Engineering, Inc.

•

Martin C. Gilchrist, President, Urban Research & Development
Corporation

•

Scott V. Fainor, Group Executive, BB&T

•

Jan S. Heller, President, JS Heller, LLC

Mary Jane McKeever

•

David A. Nepereny, Chairman of the Board, Buzzi Unicem USA, Inc.

•

Michael M. Albarell, President, Albarell Electric, Inc.

•

Curtis “Hank” Barnette, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher &
Flom - Retired; Chairman Emeritus, Bethlehem Steel Corporation

•

Jeffrey P. Feather, Former Vice Chairman, National Penn
Bancshares, Inc.

Mary Jane McKeever, Vice
President of Finance for St. Luke’s
University Health Network, has
been named LVIP’s Treasurer
and Vice Chair of Finance and
a member of the Executive
Committee. Mary Jane joined
the LVIP Board and Finance
Committee in 2014.

Frederick C. Allerton, Principal, Spillman Farmer Architects
Joseph E. Buck, Vice President of Development & Alumni Relations,
Lehigh University

M. Arif Fazil

Raymond B. Holton, Retired Editor & Senior Vice President,
The Morning Call

M. Arif Fazil, President of D’Huy
Engineering, Inc., has been
named LVIP’s Vice Chair of
Marketing and a member of the
Executive Committee. Arif first
joined the LVIP Board in 1998 and
has been a dedicated member of
the LVIP Building Committee for
those same 18 years.

Mark Juliano, President, Sands Casino Resort Bethlehem

George B. Mowrer

The Honorable Robert J. Donchez, Mayor, City of Bethlehem
Mark H. Erickson, President, Northampton Community College
Silvia A. Hoffman, Partner, MKSD Architects

Dennis J. Losco, Jr., CFO, Superior Quartz Products, Inc.
George B. Mowrer, CFO, Hampson, Mowrer & Kreitz Insurance, Inc.
Gerald A. Nau, Chairman & CEO, Lafayette Ambassador Bank
The Reverend Bernard F. O’Connor, President, DeSales University
Edward O’Dea, CFO, Lehigh Valley Health Network
John D. Stanley, Retired Senior Vice President, General Counsel,
Chief Administrative Officer, Air Products and Chemicals, Inc.

LVIP is proud to welcome new
Board member George B. Mowrer,
CFO of Hampson Mowrer Kreitz
Insurance, Inc. Mr. Mowrer is
the son of Gordon Mowrer and
grandson of Clifton Mowrer - both
of whom served with distinction
on the LVIP Board a total of 35
years - and is part of the family’s
LVIP legacy as Clifton Mowrer was a founding father of LVIP
itself in 1959.
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1720 Spillman Drive, Suite 150
Bethlehem, PA 18015-2164

LVIP VII
Phases of Development

LVIP VII - BETHLEHEM
COMMERCE CENTER
Lots from 2-25 acres
City of Bethlehem, Lehigh Valley, PA
♦ 1,000 acres located at the intersection of I-78 & Rt. 412
in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
♦ Rail Service provided by Lehigh Valley Rail Management,
LLC - Bethlehem Division with two Class I railroads plus a
large intermodal terminal
♦ Shovel-ready parcels
♦ Zoned Industrial Redevelopment (IR) and Industrial (I)
♦ Large capacity municipal water and sewer
♦ Gas, telecommunications and electric on site
♦ Favorable financial incentives available, including LERTA
Tax Assistance Program
♦ Ideally located to serve the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic

President
Kerry A. Wrobel | kwrobel@lvip.org

Director of Business Development

Director of Administration

Justin C. Ryan | jryan@lvip.org

Michelle L. Frable | mfrable@lvip.org

610-866-4600 / 800-360-LVIP

BROWSE LVIP’s WEBSITE AT www.lvip.org

